
Af te r a long day on Tuesday, Wednesday is a silen t day, and no 

even ts are recorded. 

On Thursday, Jesus and the disciples gather fo r the Passover meal, a 

d inner tha t has been imm or talized no t only in the pages o f Scrip-

t u re bu t also in ar t, lore, and li tera tu re as the Last Supper.  Follow-

ing the meal was the Upper Room Discourse where Jesus gives final 

inst ruc t ions to his disciples.  The nigh t then takes a radical tu rn as 

t hey go to the Garden o f Gethsemane where they p rayed bu t then 

were con f ron ted by guards who came to arrest Jesus.   

 

Over the course o f tha t nigh t, Jesus is t r ied by Annas and then 

Caiaphas, the high pries t.  In the morning, on Friday, Jesus is then 

t r ied by the Sanhedrin, a governing Jewish body.  Jesus is found 

guil ty o f blasphemy—for claiming to be no t jus t the Messiah, bu t 

t he very Son o f God.   

Jesus is then sen t to t he Roman au tho ri t ies to be judged under Ro-

man law.  Pon t ius Pilate, the Roman governor, f i rs t questions him 

and f inds no faul t.  He is sen t t o Herod, who Pila te though t would 

be be t te r equipped to handle a Jewish problem, but Herod also 

f inds no faul t.  Jesus is sent back to Pila te, who under p ressure f rom 

t he Jews finds Jesus guil ty  o f claiming royal sta tus in an empire 

where Caesar alone claimed such au tho ri t y.  Jesus’ charge was be-

ing “King o f t he Jews”.   

Jesus is flogged and cruci f ied wi t h t wo criminals by 9am tha t Friday 

morning at Golog tha (or Calvary).  And he died at 3pm as he u t te red 

his last words—“I t is f inished”.   

But on Sunday, he rose again.   

 

I have wondered wha t i t must have been like fo r Jesus to bear no t 

just the physical pain, bu t t he weigh t o f t he world’s sins, on tha t 

cross.  Mel Gibson’s Passion of the Christ illus t ra tes the signi f icance o f 

t he even t wi t h a raindrop / teardrop tha t comes down f rom the 

clouds in the heavens.  Others have said tha t i t was no t nails tha t 

held him to tha t cross, but his love fo r us.  Bu t even fo r Jesus, i t was 

a tough thing to face as we recall his conversation wi t h God in the 

Garden o f Gethsemane the nigh t be fo re, as he asked God to take 

t he cup (of suf fe r ing) away f rom him, i f i t be 

t he Father’s will.  Bu t Jesus never go t tha t 

pardon.  He hung on the t ree and asked God 

t ha t question which echoes in to e te rni ty—

“Why have you fo rsaken me?”  And the only 

satisfying answer I have ever received was 

t ha t Jesus u t te red those wo rds to the Al-

m igh ty God so tha t we would never have to.   

Happy Easter. 
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Happy Easter, New Li fe Com muni ty 

Church!  While New Years, Memorial 

and Labor Day are some of t he holi-

days we like mark on our calendars 

because we ge t t o enjoy a day o f f 

f r om the o f f ice, the most sacred 

holiday fo r us Christians is still 

Easter Sunday because we com-

memora te the resurrec t ion o f our 

Savior Jesus Chris t.  Clearly, no 

o ther holiday holds as much signi f i-

cance and weigh t like the day we 

remember Jesus.  And ye t , I have 

f ound tha t Easter is among the 

lesser known holidays.  So I did 

some research and here is what we know o f Easter’s histo ry and 

Passion Week: 

 

First, while Easter i tsel f is an explici t ly Christian day, Easter has a 

ra ther in teresting histo ry, fusing di f feren t elemen ts f rom di f fe ren t 

places—some no t Christian at all.  Follow me fo r a lit t le bi t hereA 

 

Easter is celebra ted on the fi rs t Sunday following t he f i rs t full moon 

o f the year, which occurs on or af te r 3/21.  So Easter  always falls be-

t ween 3/22 and 4/25.  This year we celebra te i t on 3/23/08, which is 

almost as early as we can possibly celebra te Easter.  The next t ime 

we can expec t t o celebra te Easter on 3/23 is the year 2160, long af-

te r we’ve passed in to the next li fe.  This also means 

t ha t Easter is a “movable holiday”—i t does no t fall 

on a fixed da te in the Gregorian or Julian calendars 

(which follow the cycle o f t he sun and seasons), bu t 

instead follows the lunar calendar. 

 

Now, Easter has a special link to the Jewish Passover, which was a 

festival meal shared in remembrance o f God’s passing over Jewish 
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homes in Egyp t saving the fi rs t born sons f rom deat h (see Exodus) 

and there fo re a highly recognized even t.  I t is generally believed 

t ha t the Last Supper Jesus shared wi t h his disci-

ples righ t be fo re his death (which is God’s sec-

ond ac t o f “passing over” t h is world th rough 

t he Lamb’s blood) was part  o f the Passover fes-

t ival, linking these t wo symbolic even ts to-

ge ther. 

 

But no t only does Easter have some dis tan t 

Jewish t ies, i t is also linked to a pagan festival as well.  In the Ger-

manic/Norse cul tu re o f the 10th cen tu ry, the Germanic people had a 

festival honoring the goddess Eostre (or Eastre)—the goddess of 

ligh t and the spring season.  “Easter” is the Old English deriva t ive o f 

“Eostre”. 

According to the New In terna t ional Bible Dic t ionary, the spring t ime 

festival and goddess symbolized the eastern sunrise, when the sun 

crosses the equato r and day & nigh t are equal leng t h.  Thus, as was 

men t ioned above, the Chris tian Easter falls upon the 1st Sunday af-

te r the f i rs t full moon.  The full moon symbolized 

t he “pregnan t” phase o f Eastre where f rom the Sun 

would arrive. 

 

Already we see the diverse origins o f Easter.  Bu t 

t o add even more to t he st o ry, the Easter Bunny 

was a par t o f the Easter t r adi t ion even be fo re i t 

was fo rmally associated wi th Chris tiani ty.  Because 

t he Christ ian Easter fell on the 1st Sunday following 

t he f i rs t full moon o f the year, i t falls upon the 

spring season.  The goddess Eastre was no t only 

goddess of the sun, bu t also o f spring, which 

symbolized fer t i l i ty and renewal.  Rabbi ts in the 

old pagan cul tu res were considered very fer t i le 

crea tu res, reproducing o f ten and rapidly.  The 

pagan symbols o f rebi r t h and renewal were expedien t fo r Christ ian 

purposes considering the resurrec t ion o f Jesus and his sain ts.  Thus, 

Christians liked how these mythological themes and symbols con-

nec ted to t hei r own theology and his to ry, and they modi f ied i t fo r 

t hei r own use. 

 

Now we are seeing a fuller pic tu re o f how Easter has come abou t, 

adop t ing and assimila t ing ideas f rom di f fe ren t cul t ures, ye t remain-

ing theologically consisten t t o the Gospel accoun ts o f Christ’s resur-

rec t ion.  By the way, according to a popular piece of f olklore, Eastre 

once saved a bi rd whose wings were f rozen during the win te r by 

A depiction of the 

goddess Eostre  

t u rning i t in t o a rabbi t.  Because the rabbi t had fo rmerly been a 

b i rd, i t could still lay eggs.  Hence, we have the Easter egg as par t o f 

t he festivi t ies surrounding our holiday, even today. 

 

In terms o f t he larger scope o f the week, Easter is par t o f a bigger 

set o f even ts.  Since Easter signi f ies Christ’s resurrect ion on the 

t h i rd day, we t race back to Friday as his death on t he cross, which 

we know as Good Friday.  But this is only the even ts of the week’s 

end.  In fac t, all the Gospel wri ters—Mat thew, Mark, Luke, and 

John—while they each have thei r unique quali t ies to thei r respec-

t ive books and each have in fo rma tion found exclusively in them, 

t hey all devo te the majori t y o f thei r books to wha t is popularly 

called Passion Week. 

 

Passion Week ge ts i ts name f rom the Greek word pascha which 

means to undergo or experience suf fe r ing, which is what the Chris t 

d id tha t week.  The week began on Sunday, also known as Palm Sun-

day.  Here, Jesus en ters the ci ty o f Jerusalem on a donkey as people 

lay palm leaves on the road—a very symbolic even t recognizing Je-

sus as a Messianic f igure (see Zech 9:9 and Ps 118:25-26).  This is also 

re fer red to as the Triumphal En t ry. 

 

On the next day, Monday, Jesus en te rs Jeru-

salem again af te r spending each nigh t o f the 

week in Be thany.  On this Monday, Jesus 

curses a fig- t ree (ano ther symbolic act) and 

“cleanses” the Temple o f t he greedy and cor-

rup t money-changers as he quo tes f rom 

Malachi 3:1. 

 

Tuesday is spen t teaching, par t icularly in parables as he de fends his 

au thori t y be fo re the religious eli te.  Jesus deals wi t h many ques-

t ions f rom bo th his disciples as well as his de t rac to rs.  On his leaving 

Jerusalem, he stops by the Moun t o f Olives where he gives the Oli-

ve t Discourse, a de tailed prophecy largely abou t the coming de-

struc t ion o f Jerusalem and the temple due to the rejec t ion o f Jesus 

as Messiah by the Jewish au thori t ies. 

 


